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Risk assessment for ‘Forest Babies’ Club at Ynystawe Primary School
	LEAD SAFEGUARDING OFFICERS: 
MS MICHELLE BURRIDGE – HEADTEACHER

MR PETER JONES – DEPUTY HEADTEACHER

FIRST AIDER: SARAH SCANNEL IN THE OFFICE AND LIAM JAMES (  hlta)

Leader of the group will carry a frst aid kit with her at all times. 

	Club leader - Chelsea Jones Burns

Helpers Alison Dainty & Chris Winson
	
	

	Hazard
	Risk
	Who could be harmed
	Level of risk without control
	Controls
	Level of risk with control
	Implementation and monitoring

	Walking to Forest School site
	Trips and falls, cuts and bruises
	Toddlers, Leaders
Parents
	Medium
	Leader instructs children on walking safely to site
Safety talk to be given at start of activity

Recommend no running. Participants put into groups

when necessary for activities & supervised by an adults
	Low
	Pre-visit site check carried out by group leader

	Sitting in log circle 
	Bruises from falling, thorns from brambles
	Toddlers, Leaders
Parents
	Medium
	Keep brambles cut low. Leader instructs children to sit carefully to minimize risk of falling and getting thorns in hands.
	Low
	Pre-visit site check carried out by group leader. Caretaker to inspect woodland area weekly. 

	Tripping, falling and slipping
	Twisted ankles, cuts and bruises, infections
	Toddlers, Leaders
Parents
	Medium
	Talk to stress importance of moving safely through the woodland-no running and look around constantly for roots and fallen branches.
	Medium
	Group leader to do safety talk at start of session

Adults to count and check children throughout visit

	Fire (only when we have camp fire)
	Burns
	Toddlers, Leaders
Parents
	High
	Full safety briefing given to pupils and 1.5m safe distance enforced at all times. Water available to apply to burns. All trace of fire extinguished and removed before we leave.
	Low
	Group leader to do safety talk at start of session, if appropriate.

	Collecting, carrying materials
	Eye injury, strain
	Toddlers, Leaders
Parents
	High
	Safety briefing of the importance of awareness at all times. Demonstrate safe carrying techniques and use of peers to assist in carrying heavy or awkward objects.
	Low
	Group leader to do safety talk at start and during session, if appropriate

	Falling deadwood
	Bruises, eye injury, loss of consciousness
	Toddlers, Leaders
Parents
	Medium
	Leader to check weather conditions and canopy layer before session commences. If unsafe indoor activity to be carried out. Cancel visit in excessive wind. 
	Medium
	Group leader to check site and weather prior to visit

	Litter
	Cuts, infection
	Toddlers, Leaders
Parents
	High
	Leaders to check area prior to session and remove litter.
	Low
	Pre- visit site check carried out by the group leader

	Weather
	Hypothermia/sunburn
	Toddlers, Leaders
Parents
	Medium
	Ensure all attending and leaders dressed appropriately for the weather conditions and extra warm clothing included in leaders bag.  In summer ensure sun cream applied, sun hats and plenty of water to drink
Check that children are warm enough – encourage

lots of jumping around etc.  if cold.
	Low
	Group leader to ensure children are appropriately dressed

Adults to keep an eye on children’s condition

	Refreshments
	Hot drinks
	Toddlers, Leaders
Parents
	High
	All adults encouraged to bring their own safety cups. The school will supply cups with lids. The portable push flask will be used and keep out of reach in the shed area – no toddlers allowed access. 
	Medium
	Group leader to ensure adults all have lids on cups and the shed area is out of bounds. 


Directions to the site: Leaving the M4 corridor East bound at junction 45 turn left into the village of Ynystawe. This will take you down Clydach Road. Follow the signs to Clydach until you reach Ynystawe Primary School. Turn right before The Millers Pub. This narrow lane will take you down to Ynystawe Woodlands via a short footpath on your right. Please park out on the road ensuring that you are not in the residential parking spaces. 
Grid Reference for the Middle of the site: 51°41’ 06.76” N     3° 54’ 24.21” W Elevation 19m 
Group Leader Mobile: 07841599305
Emergency Procedure: As briefed. All members meet in the car park of The Millers Arms to gather should an alarm be heard.  
Emergency Phone: 999 

Ynystawe Primary School: 01792842628 

Headteacher Mobile Number: 07789736930

Nearest Phone: Situated in Early Years Unit

Emergency Procedure: Group Leader phone Emergency Services / Ynystawe Primary School 
Group Leader to retain pupils’ medical/ emergency contact forms. 
